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Grade 2 Important Math Information 
Fractions 

Dear Family, 

Our class is starting a new unit of study in mathematics called Fractions. This unit of study focuses on dividing circles and 

rectangles into equal parts and describing those parts using appropriate fractional amounts.  Students will also continue 

to work on telling and writing time to the nearest quarter hour.  The specific learning goals your student will be working 

toward are listed below with examples of student work showing understanding of each learning goal. 

Learning Goal: Partition circles and rectangles into two, three, or four equal parts, and describe the parts as halves, 
thirds, and fourths. 

Example Problems Example Student Solutions  

 
 

What fraction of the 
flag is gray? 

 

  

  

  
1

4
 or one fourth of the flag is gray. 

 
 

Gino had 14 jelly beans.  
He gave half of them to 

his sister, Luna.  How 
many jelly beans did he 

give to his sister? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Learning Goal: Tell and write time to the nearest quarter hour. 

Example Problems Example Student Solutions 

Eleanor ate breakfast at 
8:15.  Record the time 

on the analog clock. 

 

 

I divided the 14 jelly beans 

into two equal groups – 

one for Gino and one for 

Luna.  Each group had 7 

jelly beans. 
Gino Luna 

Gino gave 7 jelly beans to Luna. 

 

To show the time, the shorter hour 

hand points to the hour.  The longer 

minute hand should point to the 3 

because the 3 is a quarter of an 

hour or 15 minutes past the hour. 
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Mathematical Thinking and Practices Learning Goal: Work accurately and communicate thinking clearly.   

Things you can do at home to support your student throughout this unit of study: 

 Flag Hunt  

Many nations’ flags and nautical flags are divided into fractional parts, such as halves, thirds, or fourths. You and 

your child might like to hunt for flags in books and around your neighborhood. You can find pictures of flags in an 

atlas, in books about flags, or on a Web site pertaining to flags. Find flags that are clearly divided into fractional 

parts and then ask questions such as these: “How much of this flag is blue?” “What color is  
1

2
 of that flag?” Your 

child might like to draw the flags on graph paper, color them in, and then label the fractional parts.  

 Kitchen Fractions  

Examples of fractions come up frequently in the kitchen. Involve your child in conversations that involve simple 

fractions such as  
1

2
 , 
1

3
, and 

1

4
. For example, there are often opportunities to measure 

1

3
 cup of flour or to cut a 

sandwich in half. 

 Finding Fair Shares  

Your child can practice dividing a set into equal parts to share with a certain number of people. Ask questions 

such as these: “If you want to share 6 crackers with 3 people, each person would get 
1

3
of the crackers. How many 

crackers is that?” “How can we share 12 carrots evenly with each of the 4 people in our family so that each 

person gets 
1

4
 of the carrots?” 

 Halfway There  

When your family goes somewhere, ask your child to estimate how long it will take. Then figure out how long it 

takes to go halfway. Emphasize that one half means one of two equal parts. If the route is a familiar one, they 

can also estimate where they will be (what they will see) when they’re halfway there. Then check the predictions 

while the journey is underway 

 Math and Literature  

Here are some children’s books that contain ideas related to our work in this mathematics unit of study. Look for 

them in your local public library and read them together. 

o Flag - Eyewitness Guides by William G. Crampton 

o Ed Emberley’s Picture Pie: A Circle Drawing Book by Ed Emberley 

o How Many Snails? by Paul Giganti, Jr. 

o The Doorbell Rang by Pat Hutchins 

o Fraction Action by Loreen Leedy 

o Eating Fractions by Bruce McMillan 

o Game Time! by Stuart J. Murphy 

o Give Me Half! by Stuart J. Murphy 

o Clean-Sweep Campers – Math Matters Series by Lucille Recht Penner 

 Student Math Handbook 

Remember to refer to the Student Math Handbook available in hard 

copy or electronically in Angel.  The Student Math Handbook will provide 

additional information on instructional strategies to assist with 

homework or directions on how to play games the students have been 

working on in class. 

 

 


